
SCOUT SKILLS · NATURE · FROM 6 YEARS

Recognising five trees by their
leaves

AT A GLANCE

🌳 What Recognising five common trees reliably

🎯 What for Hikes, exploring nature, craft materials

🔍 Tip Look at leaf, bark and fruit together

⏱️ 45 minutes 🧒 from 6 years 🍂 spring to autumn

🍃 The five trees

Oak Leaf with rounded lobes, short stalk. Fruit: acorns with little cups. Bark: deeply

furrowed.

Beech Leaf with a smooth edge, oval, slightly wavy. Fruit: beechnuts in a prickly husk.

Bark: smooth and silver-grey.

Maple Leaf like a hand with pointed fingers. Fruit: “helicopters” that spin as they fall to

the ground.

Horse chestnut Leaf made of 5–7 “fingers” that meet at one point. Fruit: shiny conkers in a spiky

shell.

Birch Small, triangular leaf with a toothed edge. Bark: white with black patches.

🎲 Game: leaf bingo

⚠️ Caution: Do not eat conkers or acorns. Sweet chestnuts are a different tree with long, toothed

leaves.

Each team gets a card with the five tree names.1

Find a leaf from each tree that is already lying on the ground.2

The first team with all five correct shouts “Bingo!”.3
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